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Questionnaire Highlights

Questionnaire responses were received from 2275 participants in the Third and Fourth Framework
Programmes. Fifty-seven percent of the responses came from universities and research
organisations; 38% from industry; and 5% from other organisations.

Benefits

70%  said that the benefits of participation outweighed the costs (72% of academic and 62% of
Relevance

72%  said that the work conducted was of high strategic importance to their organisations

70%  said that their projects were highly relevant to the RTD goals of the EU

62% felt that their projects were highly relevant to world scientific and technological
Additionality

71%  would not have undertaken the work in the absence of the Framework Programmes

29% would have done the work but with reduced funds, lower objectives, fewer partners and
Motives and Goals

82%  said enhancement of their existing knowledge base was a very important goal

68%  said the development or improvement of new tools was a very important goal

67%  said access to complementary expertise was a very important goal

60%  said the formation of new European research partnerships and networks was a very

51%  said access to additional funds was a very important goal

Industrial Expectations

69%  of industry participants said the development or improvement of new tools was a very
57%  of industry participants said that the production of demonstrators, prototypes etc. was a
53%  of industry participants said that the development of new products was an important goal
48%  of industry participants said that the development of new or improved processes was a very
35%  of industry participants said that the development of new or improved services was a very
Nature of Work

68%  of participants classified their work as applied research (72% of academic and 62% of
37% classified it as basic research (47% of academic and 17% of industrial partners)

59%  described it as long-term (62% of academic and 55% of industrial partners)

Goal Attainment

95% felt that participation had improved their scientific and technological standing (high impact
79%  were very satisfied with the quality of their project outputs, 69% with their utility and 60%
94%  attained goals or exceeded expectations in terms of enhancing existing knowledge bases
89%  attained goals or exceeded expectations in terms of the development or improvement of
90%  attained goals or exceeded expectations in terms of accessing complementary expertise
88%  attained goals or exceeded expectations in terms of forming new European partnerships
Industrial Achievements

42%  of industry participants continued to develop project outputs in their R&D units

34%  of industry participants continued further development in their business units

75%  of industry participants said that participation had improved their competitive position (high
11%  of industry participants had already received significant commercial returns

50%  of industry participants had already received some commercial returns

69%  of industry participants said they had plans for future commercialisation

Programme Management and Administration

65% thought the whole application process was too slow and/or costly

45%  of respondents thought that application procedures were difficult to follow

35% felt the accompanying documentation was inadequate or too complex to understand

24%  were dissatisfied with payment procedures (31% of SMEs)

10% felt that the competence of Commission officials had been an important barrier to the
63%  were positive about the help they had received from Commission officials over the lifetime
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